
Pugio – Roman Dagger 
The pugio (plural, pugiones) was a dagger 
used by Roman soldiers as a secondary 
weapon. The main weapons were the pilum (a 
javelin) and the gladius (a sword).  
 
The dagger blade was about 20cm long, 5cm 
wide, and made of iron. Some were longer 
and thinner. The blade also had a groove or 
ridge down the centre.  
 
The dagger had its own sheath, made either of 
metal or wood and leather, which was 
attached to a belt or shoulder strap. 
 
Little is known about how the pugio was used 
by soldiers. It was not a utility knife (a knife for 
everyday jobs in camp), as lots of utility knives 
have been found. It was useful for 
assassinations, though, as it could easily be 
hidden in clothes. Julius Caesar was 
murdered by senators using pugiones. 
 
Right is a photo of a reenactor showing his 
pugio. Notice the sheath on his belt, and on 
the other side his sword. 
 
Below that is a modern copy of a pugio and its 
sheath. 
 
After the 1

st
 century AD soldiers stopped 

carrying daggers. Later, in the 3
rd

 century, the 
dagger came back but it was larger. 

 

 
 

How to make the dagger 

 

 

 

1. Use the sandpaper to sand the edges of the handle, to 

make them rounded and smooth. 

2. Paint the handle silver and leave it to dry. 



 
 

3. Score the lines along the centre of the blades. Line 

up a ruler and scratch the line with the point of the 

scissors.  

4. Fold the cards along these lines. Use the ruler to 

help, and press the fold to make it sharp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5. Cut out the two blade cards. Glue them together with 

a glue stick, so the silver shows on both sides. 

6. Glue the blade into the handle. Use the strong glue 

(not a glue stick). Make sure the parts match neatly. 

 
 

7. Decorate the handle on both sides, using a pencil. 

You can do a simple design, like circles, or a more 

complicated one. Here are some examples to try. 

 

 

 

 


