
ROMAN SWORD 

 

The sword usually used by Roman soldiers was called a GLADIUS. This is where the word ‘gladiator’ 

comes from – it means ‘sword fighter.’  

 

  
The replica gladius and sheath you have seen in class. 

 

 

 

 

How to make the sword 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

1. Paint the wooden handle white. Don’t paint the ends 

(the circles on the top and bottom). Leave the handle to 

dry. 

2. You should have a long piece of thick white card, 

and two silver cards. Draw a sword blade shape on  

the thick white card.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3. Cut out and glue it onto the white side of a silver 

card. Cut that out. Then glue it onto the other silver 

card and cut that out.  

For the thick white card you will need to use a strong 

pair of scissors. 

4. The silver should be on the outside, so the blade 

looks like steel on both sides. Make sure you glue the 

edges down all the way round.  

If you get glue on the silver card, wipe it off with a 

damp paper towel. 

  
5. Using a ruler and a pencil draw a line down the 

middle of the blade on each side. 

 

6. Cut out the silver oval. 

 

 
 

7. Push the wooden handle through the hole in the ball, 

as far as it will go. Push in the end of the handle which 

DOESN’T have a slot cut in it. 

8. Fix the ball onto the handle with a drawing pin. 

Push the drawing pin into the end of the handle. If 

you have trouble, ask for help. If the pin bends, get 

another one and try again. 

 



  
9. Paint the ball brown. Smooth out the paint so there 

are no lumps. If you get paint on the handle, wipe it off 

and when it is dry, paint over with white. 

Stand the handle on its end and leave the ball to dry. 

10. Slide the silver oval onto the bottom of the blade 

(the round end). Push it up a bit, out of the way.  

Now put a little glue (the strong glue, not the glue 

stick) onto the bottom of the blade, on each side. 

  
11. Push the round end of the blade into the slot. It is a 

tight fit, so try wiggling it from side to side to get it in. 

Don’t force it or it might bend.  

Make sure the blade sticks out straight. If you have 

trouble getting the blade in, ask for help. 

12. Put a little dab of the strong glue on the top of the 

handle on each side. Press down the silver oval onto 

the top of the handle. Let it dry. 

If glue gets on the silver card, wipe it off with a damp 

paper towel. 

 
 

13. Press the plasticine onto the top of the handle, 

under the silver oval. Squeeze it on and try to shape it. 

 

14. Try to make the cup shape you see in the picture. 

Match the plasticine to the edge of the silver oval. 

Take your time and make it neat. 

 16. Paint the plasticine brown. If you get paint on the 



15. When the plasticine is shaped properly, you can 

smooth it by rolling it on the table. 

handle, wipe it off, then when it’s dry paint over with 

white.  

 

 

The finished sword: 

                             

 


